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STATE OF HAWAII 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

MED-QUEST DIVISION 

 

PUBLIC NOTICE OF EMERGENCY RULES CONTINUING STATE-FUNDED 

MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR CERTAIN NON-CITIZENS  
 

 

Pursuant to section 91-4, Hawaii Revised Statutes (HRS), the Department of Human Services 

(DHS), Med-QUEST Division, gives notice that it has implemented emergency rules that 

temporarily continue State-funded medical assistance benefits to certain lawfully present non-

pregnant adult non-citizens who are ineligible for federal Medicaid due to their immigration 

status, including citizens of island nations with a Compact of Free Association with the United 

States.   

 

These individuals, referred to as "current beneficiaries," were receiving State medical assistance 

benefits that are identical to federal Medicaid benefits because of a court order issued in 2010 by 

the United States District Court for the District of Hawaii.  The court order was vacated on 

November 3, 2014 and the department is therefore required, under its current administrative 

rules, to reduce the State medical assistance benefits provided to individuals who were enrolled 

in Basic Health Hawaii before the court order was issued, and to terminate benefits for 

individuals who began receiving them after the court order was issued.   

 

Therefore, pursuant to the authority of section 91-3(b) HRS, the DHS has determined emergency 

rules are necessary to avoid imminent peril to the safety of certain lawfully present non-pregnant 

adult non-citizens who are at risk of losing health coverage before they can be enrolled in a 

qualified health plan purchased through the Hawaii Health Insurance Exchange (called the 

“Hawaii Health Connector” or “the Connector”) and to ensure access by certain aged, blind and 

disabled individuals to needed health care, including services that are not available through the 

Connector.  These emergency rules became effective upon filing with the Lieutenant Governor’s 

office on November 5, 2014 and are adopted for a period of not longer than 120 calendar days.   

  

NO EFFECT ON CHILDREN UNDER AGE 19 YEARS AND PREGNANT WOMEN: 

 

There is no effect on children under age 19 years and pregnant women who are not U.S. citizens 

and meet federal Medicaid requirements.  These individuals are still eligible for Medicaid and 

their health care benefits will not change. 

 

EFFECT ON INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE AGED, BLIND OR DISABLED:   

 

Under the emergency rules, current beneficiaries who are aged, blind or disabled shall maintain 

their current benefits, pending adoption of administrative rules establishing the State-funded 

medical assistance program for certain lawfully present non-pregnant adult non-citizens who are 

aged, blind or disabled, which will provide benefits identical to benefits provided to aged, blind 

and disabled individuals under the federal Medicaid program.   
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The emergency rules also allow certain low-income lawfully present non-pregnant adult non-

citizens who are aged, blind or disabled, to apply for State medical assistance that provides 

benefits identical to benefits provided to aged, blind and disabled individuals under the federal 

Medicaid program during an open application period beginning November 5, 2014 and 

continuing until the emergency rules expire.   

 

EFFECT ON INDIVIDUALS WHO ARE NOT AGED, BLIND OR DISABLED:   

 

Under the emergency rules, current beneficiaries who are not aged, blind or disabled shall 

maintain their current State medical assistance benefits for a period of not longer than 120 

calendar days.  During this time, DHS will send their information to the Connector, and the 

Connector will determine their eligibility for federal tax credits.  In addition, DHS will pay the 

eligible individual’s share of the health insurance premium to the qualified health plan in which 

the individual is enrolled beginning January 1, 2015, as long as the information needed to verify 

eligibility for this premium assistance is provided by the Connector to the individual’s qualified 

health plan.  This premium assistance benefit will be provided on an emergency basis until the 

DHS has adopted administrative rules establishing the new Premium Assistance Program.   

 

A copy of the emergency rules will be available for public viewing, from Monday – Friday, 

exclusive of state holidays, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., at the appropriate Med-

QUEST Division offices on the respective islands listed below.  On Oahu, the emergency rules 

will be available at 601 Kamokila Boulevard, Room 518, Kapolei, Hawaii 96707, between the 

hours of 7:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and 801 Dillingham Boulevard, 3
rd

 Floor, Honolulu, Hawaii 

96817, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m., from Monday – Friday, exclusive of state 

holidays.   

 

Med-QUEST Division Med-QUEST Division 

East Hawaii Section Maui Section 

88 Kanoelehua Avenue, Room 107 210 Imi Kala Street, Suite 101 

Hilo, Hawaii  96720 (933-0339) Wailuku, Hawaii  96793  (243-5780) 

 

Med-QUEST Division Med-QUEST Division 

West Hawaii Section Molokai Section 

75-5591 Palani Road, Ste. 3004 65 Makaena Place, Room 110 

Kailua-Kona, Hawaii  96740  (327-4970) Kaunakakai, Hawaii  96748  (553-1758) 

 

Med-QUEST Division Med-QUEST Division 

Kauai Section Lanai Section 

4473 Pahee Street, Suite A  730 Lanai Avenue 

Lihue, Hawaii  96766  (241-3575) Lanai City, Hawaii  96763  (565-7102)  

 

The emergency rules are also available at the Virtual Rules Center located at the following 

website: 

 

http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/copy-of-admin-rules-for-programs-3/mqd-emergency-rules/ 

 

http://humanservices.hawaii.gov/copy-of-admin-rules-for-programs-3/mqd-emergency-rules/
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For special accommodations (i.e. interpreter or large print) for residents on Oahu, call 692-8058.  

Neighbor island residents requesting special accommodations should contact the appropriate 

Med-QUEST Division sections on the respective neighbor islands listed above.   

 

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES 

PATRICIA MCMANAMAN, DIRECTOR 

 

 

 

 


